
1. What inspired Dr. Bryan Gaensler to become an astronomer?

 a) Watching a space documentary
 b) Visiting a planetarium
 c) Receiving a book about astronomy as a child
 d) Seeing a rocket launch

2. What type of celestial event did Dr. Gaensler observe the day after Christmas in 
2004?

 a) A solar eclipse
 b) A meteor shower
 c) The brightest explosion ever recorded
 d) A black hole forming

Answer: _______

3. Where is Dr. Gaensler currently based in his professional career?

 a) NASA Headquarters
 b) University of Toronto
 c) University of Sydney
 d) Harvard University

Answer: _______

4. How far was the star that exploded in 2004 from Earth?

 a) 2,000 light years
 b) 20,000 light years
 c) 200,000 light years
 d) 2 million light years

Answer: _______
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Answer: _______

5. What are 'magnetars' as described by Dr. Gaensler?

 a) Cold, dark stars that emit no light
 b) Giant stars made entirely of gas
 c) Extremely small, dense, hot, fast-spinning stars
 d) Invisible planets surrounded by magnetic fields

Answer: _______



6. Why does Dr. Gaensler emphasize learning to code for students interested in 
science?

 a) To create astronomy-themed video games
 b) Because telescopes are outdated
 c) Because computers are essential to analyzing space data
 d) To replace scientific journals with digital apps

Answer: _______

7. What does Dr. Gaensler believe is more important than just being smart?

 a) Having a social media presence
 b) Learning from failure and not giving up
 c) Memorizing formulas
 d) Getting high grades

Answer: _______

**Written Response Questions**

8. Dr. Gaensler described seeing light from a star explosion that took 20,000 years to reach Earth. 
How does this example show the vastness and mystery of space?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

9. Explain how Dr. Gaensler’s work as an astronomer combines teamwork, technology, and 
patience. Why are these qualities important in science?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

10. What life advice did Dr. Gaensler give to students pursuing any career path, and how might that 
apply to your own goals and interests?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________




